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Campaigns & Political Activity Procedures
(Registered Charity Number 522769)

The Trustees of Florence Colliery Sports and Social Club are responsible for ensuring the
Charity follows the rules on political activity and campaigning.

Although Florence Colliery Sports and Social Club can engage in political activity to further
its purposes, it must not become the reason for the Charity’s existence. The Charity must
remain politically independent and cannot support or oppose a political party or candidate.

Key Procedures

* Ensuring any political activity directly supports the Charity’s aims

* Not using the Charity as a vehicle for personal or party-political views

* Maintaining independence by not giving support or funding to political parties or
candidates

Key Principles:

Political activity is a tool, not an end. The Charity may campaign for policy changes to
further its charitable purposes, but such activity must never become the Charity’s primary
objective.

Maintaining independence: The Charity must remain independent and avoid party politics,
ensuring it is not seen to support or oppose a specific political party or candidate.

No funding or support for parties: The Charity will not give support or funding to any
political party, candidate, or politician.

Managing political views: Trustees and staff will ensure the Charity is not used to promote
personal political views. Public perception of independence is crucial to maintaining trust.

Campaigning on policy: The Charity may support policies advocated by political parties if
such support directly helps achieve the Charity’s purposes.
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Approaching candidates: The Charity may approach candidates during elections to explain
its concerns and encourage debate, while remaining politically neutral.

Balancing political involvement: Any political involvement must stress the Charity’s
independence and be balanced in approach.

Publicity: The Charity may use publicity to promote its views on issues related to its
purposes and activities.

Conflict of interest: Trustees must manage any conflicts of interest that may arise,
particularly where personal interests could influence decisions related to political activity.

Deciding to Engage in Political Activity

The Trustees will ensure that decisions:

* Are within the Charity’s governing document

» Are made honestly and solely in the Charity’s interests

* Take account only of relevant factors

* Properly manage conflicts of interest

* Are decisions that a reasonable body of Trustees could make

The Trustees will regularly consider the impact of political activity on the Charity’s assets
and reputation, especially where public interest or criticism may arise.

Managing the Charity Responsibly

For all political activity, particularly higher-risk activities, the Trustees must demonstrate
that:

* The activity furthers the Charity’s purposes and is in its best interests

* The Charity remains independent of party-political bias

* The resources required are justified

* The potential benefits outweigh the risks

* Any use of controversial material is justified and legal requirements are met

* All relevant laws and regulations are complied with

In assessing risks and benefits, the Trustees will consider:

* The risk that the activity may be ineffective or fall outside the Charity’s purposes
* The costs and benefits of the campaign

* Appropriate methods of engagement

* Risks to public perception of independence

« Campaign delivery strategy

* Methods for evaluating success and impact



